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Jerome County Monte Carlo Night – Oh, what fun we had!  The Jerome County Christmas party was one of 
the best ones yet, thanks to the Jerome Optimist Club.  County employees and Optimists were treated to a 
Dutch oven meal and many, many desserts followed by tables of Blackjack and a rowdy table of Texas 
Hold’em.  Thanks to ALL the Optimists, and non-Optimist helpers, who were there to help.  We counted 19 
Optimist members and guests who dealt cards and wrangled the county employees.  Here’s an attempt to 
name them all:  Alan, Robin O., Rick, Tanya, John, Bob, Patti, Lori  T., Julie, Sheri, Rich, Kenny, Floyd, 
Wayne and Traci, Scott, Tom, Trish and Angie  who were party-goers.  Well, I guess Tom did deal Texas 
Hold’em so he did double-duty.  If I missed anyone, I apologize. Good job Optimists!   
 
Breakfast With Santa – Yet another wildly successful Breakfast with Santa, complete with pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, milk, juice, hot chocolate, candy canes and, of course, Santa Claus.  We were thrilled with another 
great showing of Jerome and Twin Falls Optimists, who I’ve attempted to list, as follows (Please forgive me if I 
missed anyone – I can’t find our mug shot!):  Julie, Alan, Sean, Ashley, Rick, Angie, Bud, Robin, Scott, Traci, 
Trevor, John, Robin O., Bob, Charlie, Jill, Tom, Patti, Luree, Brent, and Becky Walters walked through the 
kitchen so she counts as present!   Everyone helped cook, serve, clean, and entertain the approximate 300 
people we served that gorgeous, snowy morning.  A very special Thank You goes out to longtime Optimist 
member, Harvey Taylor, for once again getting us the “goods” to put on this shindig.  Were it not for Harvey 
and his source for foodstuffs, I fear Breakfast with Santa would become Snacks with Santa.  So, thanks 
Harvey!  Also, thanks to our Chairwoman, Lori Tangen, who, even though she wasn’t there with us live, was 
there in spirit.  We missed you!  Thanks for getting us the Parish Hall.   
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COATS FOR KIDS- We’re right in the middle of Coats for Kids and I don’t think the demand has 
let up.  Idaho is cold in December!  Barrels are located at Jerome High School, Kwik Service and 
Wal-Mart.  We’ve already had donations this year from donors who went out and purchased new 
coats!  A very special thanks to all of them.  If you have any questions about Coats for Kids or would 
like to donate good, used coats or even new coats, please call Sheri at 308-3264 or Julie at 308-
2750.  �
 

  



Things to look forward to:  Madam President, Julie Stadelman, has informed the editorial staff of The Gabb! that the 
months of January and February will be dedicated to guest speakers who will set out to inform the members of our club 
about numerous topics important to our health, financial and physical well-being.  As of press time, we have two 
confirmed guest speakers – Gretchen Clelland of Edward Jones and Brent Evans (yes, that Brent Evans, our L.T.) of St. 
Luke’s Magic Valley Regional Medical Center.  Dates have been thrown about but, as of press time, have not been 
confirmed by the editors of this rag so I’m not at liberty to tell you when they’ll be at the meeting, just that they’ll be 
there….sometime….in January or February…of 2008.  President Julie has requested that Optimist members dig into their 
address books, memory banks, and old, mutilated business card holders and if you can find an interesting speaker, or at 
least one with a beating heart, please let Julie know (308-2750) and she’d be happy to put said speaker on the agenda.  
We’d like to revitalize the search for new members in our club by entertaining with a myriad of topics so almost anything 
goes.  Almost…..  
 
 
2nd Quarter Regional Conference – Courtyard by Marriot t - 1789 S Eagle Rd - Meridian, ID 83642  
This is a great opportunity for our club to attend a quarterly conference at a location that’s close to home rather than 
traveling far and wide for a weekend convention.  If you’re interested in attending, please let Julie (308-2750) or Rick 
(307-7363) know and they’ll get you registered.   Experts have discovered that once you’ve participated in a District 
conference or a Regional meeting, you’ll approach Optimism with renewed vigor.  Our PNW Optimists are a spirited 
bunch, to say the least, and are hard not to love!  �
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AND FINALLY…  
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2007/2008 Officers:  President:  Julie Stadelman 308-2750; Co-Vice President:  Traci Brandebourg 293-5979; Co-Vice President:  Angie Bridge 308-
7995; Secretary/Treasurer: Rick Ames 308-7363; Board of Directors – Bob Helms, Scott Brandebourg, Sheri Mitchell, Patti Luper, Wayne Bohrn; 
Immediate Past President:  Rick Ames 308-7363 

PROMISE YOURSELF 
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind ~ To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet ~ To make all your 
friends feel that there is something in them ~ To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true ~ To think only of the best, 
to work only for the best and to expect only the best ~ To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own ~ To forget 
the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future ~ To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living 

creature you meet a smile ~ to give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others ~ To be too large for worry, 
too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.  OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

UPCOMING MEETINGS... 
January 2 --  6:30 p.m. -- Meeting at Oop’s  
January 9  --  6:30 p.m. -- Meeting at Oop’s  
January 16 --  6:30 p.m. –Meeting at Oop’s  
January 23 – 6:30 p.m. – Meeting at Oop’s 
January 30 – 6:30 p.m. – Meeting at Oop’s  
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