
 
 

 

~ From Gov. Steve ~ 
YOU DID SOOOO GOOD! 

  
As your Governor this year, you have made me feel l ike a young father; bustin’ his 
buttons with pride over a child’s excellent perform ance or achievement.  Once 
again, those of you who afforded the time and expen se to attend the 3 rd quarter 
conference in Newport, Oregon, experienced what can  happen when Optimists 
pull together to accomplish goals.  After witnessin g what was accomplished over 
one weekend, I am convinced that you can accomplish  anything you set your 
mind to.  
  
I owe a boatload of thanks to so many that contribu ted to the success of the 
conference, none the least the great people at the Best Western Agate Beach 
Hotel  who truly rolled out the RED carpet for us and provided excellent service, 
accommodations and meals.  Our Oratorical Contest t eam, led by John Bareis and 
Rebecca Cohen, made sure our District contestants w ere treated to a fair contest 
and a grand weekend.  District PR chairperson, Adel e Heinrich, and our OI 
Representative, Brian Brewer, presented excellent w orkshops on very important 
topics.   I also need to mention the fine job provi ded by the Newport-Yaquina Bay 
and Coos County-Coos Bay Optimist Clubs at our regi stration table and 
hospitality room.  Even if I didn't mention you spe cifically in this thanks, be 
assured your time and talents were noted and apprec iated.  
  
This conference marked the “kick-off” for the second half of the 2007-2008 year.  
We are now seeing some real progress in strengtheni ng our existing clubs with 
new members and new clubs being built.  I recently made a proposal to assist 
PNWD Optimists in building new clubs in remote area s, offering up to $750.00 in 
District funds to defray the expenses of travel and  other related costs.  Optimists 
that build clubs close to their home club will also  qualify for reimbursements.   
Now is the time to start that new club to capture t he Builder of Excellence Award 
and share Optimism with a new community.  Git-er-do ne! 
  
I am expecting exciting progress from our District between now and our annual 
PNWD Convention in Chilliwack, B.C. this August.  H ow about you?  
  
Expecting only the best,  
  
Governor Steve 
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~ Notes from the District Secretary/Treasurer ~  
 
I would like to thank the Coos Bay club and everyone else who helped at the 
Newport conference.  You are awesome for everything you did at the registration 
table as well as the other tasks that had to be done.  We had very few questions 
we had to answer, and were allowed to concentrate on other things that had to 
be done.  When someone asks me about Optimists, I tell them we are a family 
and family members that appreciate one another and the help that they give.  
Thank you again. 
 
For those individuals and clubs that donated to the Newport Cruise, Thank You!  
I am not listing names of clubs or individuals because I’m afraid that I might miss 
someone and create hurt feelings.  You know who you are and all of us really 
appreciate it.  Because of your extra donations, we made what it cost us for the 
cruise.  I know that all that were able to go on it really enjoyed it.  Thank you 
again.  (The minutes from the 3rd quarter business sessions are at the end of this 
newsletter) 
 
Bob Felix 
 

~ News From The Zones ~  
 
Zone 1  
LT. Governor, Ken Ryan 
 
All is well in Zone 1.  During the last quarter, I visited five of the Six Optimist 
Clubs in my Zone.  Two of them involved an overnight stay, a couple ferry rides, 
and a couple hundred miles of driving. 
 
The exciting news for my zone is the formation of a new Optimist Club on 
Vancouver Island, that being Nanaimo.  They have had a couple organizational 
meetings to date.  The two Victoria Clubs have agreed to sponsor this new club, 
and there has been representation at meetings from Victoria, Vancouver, our 
Governor Elect, and the Lt. Governor   
 
With Nanaimo joining us, there is the possibility of a new zone on Vancouver 
Island.  Although there are a couple past Optimist Members as key members of 
the new club, there is a need for sharing success stories.  With a new Island 
Zone, travel between clubs would be a lot easier, making all three or four clubs 
able to serve more kids. 
 
Conflicting dates with the Zone Oratorical Contest and local contest meant fewer 
contestants this year.  We seem to get better participation from elementary and 
Jr. High students and from the Private Schools.  The same is true for the Essay 
Contest. 
 
The Regional Oratorical had participants from Zones 1 and 13.  Perhaps we 
should take a closer look at reallocation of Zone 2 as passports and travel seem 
to be an ongoing problem for young contestants.  With the Dist. Conference in 
Chilliwack, a concentrated effort for attendance from all clubs in Zone One is 
being made. 



Zone 2 
Lt. Governor, Joe Jenkins 
  
West Tacoma Optimist Club  - The big news for this club is that their past-
President, Pam Vandenberg, has been named Lt. Governor-elect for Zone 2, as 
this photo below shows when she was "roasted" by the Tacoma Club members 
on May 6. Club is also planning their annual Potluck Picnic at Don & Devena 
Thompson's beach place on Sat. June 21.  Plans are also in the works for their 
annual Pancake Breakfast. 
 

                           
                               
Auburn Optimist Club  - Photo below shows entrants in club-sponsored, annual 
CCDHH contest held May 6 in North Seattle. Three winners were chosen out of 
13 entrants, with the theme of "Why Me? Why Now?" Club's Secretary/Treasurer, 
Frank Smith (on the left) facilitated with assistance of Past-President, Joe 
Jenkins (right). Auburn Club has been conducting this contest for 20 years. 
 

                                
 
Auburn Optimist Club is planning their 18th annual Bicycle Safety Fair on Sat. 
June 7, coinciding with Issaquah Club's Bicycle Safety Fair on the same day. 
Auburn is also planning to participate in annual Kids Day and a Community Flea 
Market in July. 
 
 
 



Issaquah Optimist Club  - Major event will be this club's 3rd annual Bicycle 
Safety Fair on June 7, coinciding on same weekend with Auburn Optimists and a 
Bellevue bicycle club. Extensive radio publicity and website promotion is 
planned. President Bruce Pflaumer has challenged his club to find more activities 
to serve kids by way of community outreach. This club had a very successful 
Essay Contest and received recognition for Alayne Levine at Newport. 
 

 
Zone 6 
Lt. Governor, Lorraine Coots 
 
It’s been a great quarter of service for all three clubs in Zone 6, Chehalis-
Centralia, North Kitsap, and Mason County.   
 
Chehalis-Centralia , once again, sponsored the hugely successful Lewis County 
Historical Bike Ride on May 10th.  They’d like to see more Optimists riding next 
year.  How about the 20 mile, 46 mile, 72 mile, or maybe the 100 mile route?!  
You can check out the details at www.http://cyclelewiscounty.org 
 
North Kitsap County Optimists  will be featured in the Optimist Magazine this 
summer for their creative “exploding boxes” and woodworking projects for first, 
second and third graders during after school classes. 
 
New members of the Mason County Optimist Club are off and running!  They 
enjoyed participating in the Children’s Festival where about 450 kids enjoyed a 
fun-packed experience.  The club’s newest members painted faces, popped 
popcorn, and distributed healthy snacks.  New members worked along side long-
time members at the High School Transition Conference serving lunch to over 80 
teenagers with developmental disabilities.    
 
With no time to spare, North Kitsap is busy with Viking Fest and summer plans 
for a NOW Event and a garage sale.  Mason County is organizing the upcoming 
Kiddie Parade on May 31 and selecting scholarship winners.  Chehalis-Centralia 
is performing the difficult task of selecting one Student of the Year for each of the 
two high schools.  They have outstanding students to choose from! 
 
 
Zone 13 
Lt. Governor, Gwen Settle 
 
Abbotsford  – Held the First Annual Abbotsford Optimist Junior Curling Bonspiel 
with 12 teams playing. They had 17 entries for their Oratorical this year, with 10 
finalists competing at the Club level.  Have selected 8 graduates to receive 
bursaries from the Abbotsford Club and members will be busy in May & June 
attending graduation ceremonies to present the bursaries.  Two University of 
Fraser Valley students are also the recipients of bursaries from the Abbotsford 
Club.  “Spirit Bear House” was spic & span and freshly painted in time for its 
open house thanks to the Abbotsford Club.  The Club also participated in the 
“Gotta Be Kiddin” expo for children, which more than 6,000 people attended.  
The Optimist Club of Abbotsford has also been getting a lot of press coverage in 
local papers.  Many more events are coming up in May, June and July. 
 



Chilliwack & Chilliwack Weekenders  – Held successful Oratorical and Essay 
Contests.  The winner of their Essay Contest is also the District winner!!  They 
are working hard on their upcoming Duck Drop and helping get things ready for 
the upcoming District Convention in Chilliwack.  Optimist of the Quarter for Zone 
13 is Chilliwack’s Kim Lloyd. 
 
Coquitlam Evening  – Held a very successful Spring Dance and Silent Auction in 
April.  Also the Curling Lottery went very well with $7,900 raised for junior curlers. 
 
Meadow Ridge  – Held their largest fundraiser (so far) this year when they co-
sponsored the Chinese New Year celebration with the Lions Club.  They raised 
over $5,000 in one night!  Now they are working on the “Walk for Youth” on Pitt 
Meadows Day on June 7th.  This is their first involvement with this event and it 
should prove to be excellent exposure for the Club.  They are getting a reputation 
for being a service club that gets things done! 
 
Mission  – Held a family-oriented Mexican fiesta, an awesome Talent Show 
which is always a sold-out event, designed and built a float for the Mission 
Candlelight Parade, put on free Skate Nights for kids and parents, plus had 10 
entries in their Oratorical competition.  They have many more things in the works, 
but the biggest success is the starting of a JOOI Club who will produce Mission’s 
youth magazine called “OPTIMIX”.  This magazine will be written and produced 
by the JOOI Club along with reporting and graphic design.  This will count as 
work experience for the teens as well. 
 
Way to go, Zone 13!!!! 
 

~ Committee News ~  
 
Oratorical Contest 
John Bareis, Chairman 
 
The District Oratorical Finals were held on Saturday, April 26, 2008 as part of the 
Third Quarter District Meeting at Agate Beach, Oregon.  The 80+ Optimists and 
families were present to hear from the eight finalists speak about "Why me?  Why 
not?"  They and the clubs that sponsored them were: 
 

Austin Lundin               Hillsboro, OR.  
MaKennah Tate           Yaquina Bay, OR. 
Bengt Freepons            Pasco, Tri-Cities 
Emma Walter                Pasco, Tri-Cities 
MacKenzie Hoff-bell     Mission Club, Canada 
Rabeel Jawain               Vancouver, North Shore 
Clareesa Noel Jones      Vancouver, WA. 
Arianne Melton              Gresham, OR. 

 
Scholarships were won by: 1st place, Clareesa Noel Jones, 2nd Place, Arianne 
Melton, $1000, and 3rd Place, Austin Lundin, $500. Congratulations to all of 
them and the rest of the contestants. 
 
The contest was certainly the highlight of the weekend, but the contestants were 
treated to two events.  Friday evening, the contestants took a boat ride around 



Yaquina Bay, followed by a pizza party.  Then on Saturday afternoon, following 
the contest, several of the contestants enjoyed a tour of the Yaquina Bay 
Aquarium. 
 
Many contestants volunteered 100's of hours so the contestants in the club, zone 
and regional events had quality speaking experiences. 
 
Judges for this year’s final were from the Newport area.  They were Evelyn 
Brookheiser, Laimon Osis, and Susan Church.  All three judges had speech and 
debate backgrounds. 
 
We enjoyed a special treat with Matthew Bird, our 1st place winner last year who 
served as Master of Ceremonies.  Matt did a wonderful job.  This was the 2nd 
year that the winner returned to be M.S. 
 
Optimist volunteers also stepped in to help with the finals weekend.  Rebecca 
Cohen, Jim Slauson, Ray Hilts, and Arlen Hollinshead made sure that the event 
was a success. 
 
Next years Oratorical Chair is yet to be determined.  But when he (she) contacts 
your club about participating in this wonderful event, please recall how happy 
those kids were to speak their minds and say "Why me?  Why not? 
 
 

~ They Were All Winners ~  
 

  
 

  
 



  
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 



Public Relations 
Adele Heinrich, Chairperson 
 
Marketing and public relations are important to every Optimist Club in our district.  
Optimist International has been doing 30 second TV commercials in major 
markets to give interest and support and help start our individual club marketing.  
The International Marketing/Programs Committee/PR Committee of Optimist 
International has also developed a PR Kit and made it available to each and 
every club. 
 
If you haven’t already received one be sure to call the PR Department of OI and 
have them send out your kit immediately.  The kit is an introduction to the world 
of marketing and public relations.  You will find an explanation of all the 
marketing materials available through Optimist International and suggestions on 
how to best utilize these tools. 
 
The kit includes the “I Am an Optimist” DVD to be shown to prospective members 
and a CD of public service announcements to be sent to your local radio station 
with the intention of sparking interest in membership.  The kit also includes a CD 
with additional marketing materials including fill-in-the-blank press releases that 
can be modified to fit your club’s events and projects.  You will find helpful hints, 
OI logos and a community needs assessment tool all to help your locate and 
recruit those new members.  If you wish to print out any of these tools they are 
also found on the OI Website at www.optimist.org on the Marketing page. 
 
Sorry we missed many of you at the District’s 3rd quarter meeting in Newport.  On 
Saturday afternoon we had a successful workshop using some of these tools and 
introducing many additional ideas from our members.  Please remember our 
committee members are in all parts of the district to give you a hand using this 
new kit and working through ideas with you.  Please feel free to call on us: Adele 
Heinrich, 360-689-2059 Cell, Lou Ryan, 604-420-1108, Jean Jensen, 503-665-
5432 and Linda Jackson, 208-861-2310 Cell.  Be sure to let me know if you have 
found something that successfully works for your club that you would be willing to 
share with the rest of us.  You can email me at abheinrich@comcast.net.  Good 
luck and happy marketing!!! 
 
 
Optimist Jr. Golf 
Bill French, Chairman  
 
The Pacific Northwest District of Optimist International will host a junior golf 
tournament on June 16 at Meriwether National Golf Club. 
Boys and girls ages 10 to 18 will play 18 holes. The top boy and girl finishers will 
advance to the Optimist International Golf Championships, where they will 
compete against other top golfers from around the world at the famous PGA 
National Resort & Spa in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. 
 
Entry forms are available at Meriwether National. They may also be obtained by 
calling Bill French 503 936 8311. An entry fee of $75.00 and entry form must be 
submitted to Bill French (553 SE Alder CT. Hillsboro Or. 97123) by May 30, 2008 
The American Junior Golf Association recognizes the Optimist International 



Junior Golf Championships. Annually more than 4,500 juniors compete in 
Optimist qualifying golf events. The championships are played on four courses at 
the prestigious PGA National Resort and Spa, home of the PGA of America 
 
 
Achievements & Awards and Club Project Awards 
Arlen Hollinshead 

 
With 54 clubs in our District, five represents about 9% and four about 7%. Those 
are the percentages of clubs, which submitted A&A reports for the first and 
second quarters, respectively. Ouch!! Enough said!! 
 
Turning now to CPA (Community Project Awards) books, these are a great way 
to highlight one of your club's most successful programs, or fund-raisers, as well 
as a means to share them with the District and OI. Books (with, or without, 
"innards") are available from Shumsky and the Canadian supply company, via  
 
 
the OI website. Also, all instructions and forms required are downloadable from 
the web, or you can contact me and I will send you a packet of them. CPA books 
must be IN MY HANDS (not postmarked) by September 30, 2008, to be 
considered for judging. For security purposes, please send them to: 
 
Arlen Hollinshead 
Optimist Club of Salem 
PO Box 262 
Salem OR  97308 
 
It is my understanding CPA books will be reinstated as a requirement for Honor 
Club in the 08-09 year, so you might as well practice on me this year!! (What am 
I saying??) 
 
Oh, and it's not too late to file A&A reports for the first two quarters and to mark 
your calendars to send them at the end of the 3rd and 4th quarters!! 
 
I join Governor Steve in "Expecting Only The Best!" 
 

 
Candidate Qualifications  
Distinguished Immediate Past Governor, Gay Enyeart,  Chairperson  
 
I am very happy to announce we have a qualified candidate, Linda Jackson from 
the Optimist Club of Jerome, Idaho running for the office of Governor-Elect.     
The PNWD is known for our elections.  It is a lot of fun and with a good team you 
can and will make a difference.   If you are interested in running for governor-
elect the nominations will close at the opening session at convention in August. 
 
 
 
 
 



International Convention  
Steve Enyeart, International Convention Chair 
 
HOWDY Y’ALL!   
 
Start thinking about sending your incoming president well heck send all of your 
incoming officers to the International Convention for training in Beautiful 
Grapevine, Texas.  You will be staying at the Gaylord Texan.  Dates are July 2 – 
5, 2008.  Make your reservations in one of the three ways ~ 1) online, 
www.optimist.org/convention,  2)  fax your registration and credit card payment to 
(314) 371-6013 or 3) By mail send completed registration form with payment to 
Optimist International, 4494 Lindell Blvd. St. Louis, MO  63108 
 
 
Review your OI magazine for discounts on airfares.  If you have never attended 
an Optimist International Convention you don’t know what you are missing ~ lots 
of workshops, meet the board of directors and the incoming officers.  Have you 
attended the Opening Session with the procession of flags from all the countries 
of OI ~ It will give you goose bumps.  Hope to see you there! 
 
 
District Convention, Chilliwack 2OO8 
Distinguished Past Governor, Dick Brodie 
 
Here is your chance to come to Canada. With the way the economy going, this 
will probably be the most affordable trip that you will be able to make in the near 
future.  Make a difference by just being there! Our District is still growing and we 
need your input to make sure that we are on the right track to help the youth of 
our communities.  Don Sievers, our dashing O.I. President –Elect will be there to 
answer your questions about Optimist International and what they are doing to 
promote the organization. Let’s give our Governor, Steve Andersen, a rousing 
send off. 

 
So, come one, come all to our annual Pacific Northwest District Convention in                                            
Chilliwack, British Columbia, Canada August 14-16, 2008. Chilliwack is in the 
heart of the Fraser Valley, surrounded by majestic mountains and   beautiful 
rivers. If you love Mother Nature, you’ll love Chilliwack! It is only 40 miles from 
one of most scenic seaport cities in the entire world, Vancouver British Columbia. 
 
The convention will be held at the Best Western Rainbow Inn (604-795-3828), a 
beautiful place by itself. By coming, you will have the option of wine tours, white 
water rafting, salmon fishing, hiking trails, water slides, majestic flower gardens 
and great golf courses. It is also close to the magnificent and scenic Harrison Hot 
Springs. 
 
Bring your kids, there is so much for them to see and do in and around 
Chilliwack.  From spending the day at the beaches, zoo or waterslides, they’ll 
have a ball. They will be able to meet new friends from all over the District. We 
will look after them for you so you can go to your meetings. We just have to know 
they are coming and their age. 
 



If you remember the quarterly board meeting we had there two years ago, in 
October, you won’t want to miss this convention! Remember; book your holidays 
now for an experience of a lifetime. We will look forward to seeing you there. 
Check the District website www.pnwoptimist.org and look up District meetings for 
more information. 
 

    
New Club Building 
Bill Garcia, Chairman 
 
We are on the final leg of the 2007/2008 Optimist year and in need of some new 
clubs in our wonderful District. To date the Gresham and Hillsboro clubs are 
working on a new club in Hood River and Victoria Evening and Victoria BC clubs 
are working on a new club in Nanaimo BC on Vancouver Island. Hats off to these 
four clubs for their commitment and all of the hard work they have put in. 
 
Please look around your communities to see if you can start a new club in your 
area for the betterment of the community, our Pacific Northwest District and 
Optimist International. We also need to be aware of clubs that are struggling and 
need a little (or big) boost. Let’s jump in and lend a hand.  
 
Please contact me for more information and materials. You may also access 
more information at: 
http://www.optimist.org/default.cfm?content=Members/mbrcdgrncb1.htm  
 
We don’t want Gresham, Hillsboro, Victoria, and Victoria Evening to be the only 
clubs to have the distinction of building new clubs this year so let’s get out and 
work on some more. 
 
Bill Garcia 
New Club Building Chair 
bgarcia@ewingcompany.com 
208 870-7975 
 
 
Childhood Cancer 
Marlean Stevens, Chairperson 

 
Just a little nudge to remind you of the Childhood Cancer Fundraiser's. For all of 
you that have signed up for the weight loss program THANK YOU.  For all of you 
that do not know what we are talking about, please get in contact as would hate 
to see you miss out!!   
  
A word from the Governor regarding this program:  "Marlean Stevens, District 
CCC chair, has a super weight loss program for all of our clubs, and great way to 
support kids with cancer and their families!  Get rid of that spare change in your 
pockets, dresser tops or anywhere else you have it "weighing" you down and 
feed the PNWD/CCC Piggy Banks that Marlean will be handing out to all clubs.  
Take the empty little porkers back to your club, fill them up and bring them back 
for our convention in Chilliwack, BC.  There's no telling how much weight you 
could loose on Marlean's program!!! "    



  
We all need to remember our Cancer Kids and this is one way that you can 
help… money wise.  At convention I will once again have barrels for toys and 
boxes for games, art supplies, books and any thing else that might help 
these children take their minds off of some of what they are going through, if only 
for a short time.  Please remember that cancer does not discriminate as to age, 
sex, or color in children.  Here are a few facts to consider. 
  

·  Cancer is the number one disease killing children today, killing more 
children than asthma, diabetes, cystic fibrosis and AIDS combined. 

  
·  The incidence of cancer in children is 15 times greater than that of AIDS. 

  
·  One in ever 330 U.S. citizens develops cancer before the age of 20. 

  
·  In Canada, cancer is second only to accidents as the most common cause 

of death in youth from ages 5 to 19. 
  

·  Childhood cancer spares no one - it affects children from every social 
economic background. 

  
THE OPTIMIST PLEDGE 
The Childhood Cancer Campaign (CCC) was developed in 2001 with the 
following four-pronged focus: 
                Providing support to children with cancer 
                Providing support to cancer patients' families and care partners 
                Providing support to health care providers 
                Providing support for childhood cancer research 
  
  
Marlean Stevens  
PNW District 
2007-2008 Childhood Cancer Chair 
mstemom@aol.com 
C-503-349-2052 
H-503-668-5102 
Trying to make a difference 
 
 
CCDHH Committee 
Ken Ryan, Chairman 
 
We celebrated a successful CCDHH contest at the Michael J Fox Theatre in 
Burnaby on Tues. April 15th. 
 
With the assistance of the Provincial Outreach for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Students, we assisted with travel and accommodation costs of 19 contestants, 
parents, and educators all corners of the Province of B.C. 
 
This year, we exceeded our goal of increasing the seats being filled.  We doubled 
the numbers with over two hundred attending the contest.   



 
Snacks and Beverages were a challenge with the numbers being almost double, 
but only a half dozen of us did not get a sandwich. 
 
Many thanks to Optimists from Zones 1 and 13 for assisting and attending.  The 
dozen educators that attended from distant parts of the province should be a 
good base for starting some new clubs. 
 
We are having our final meeting next week, and already have secured dates at 
the Theatre for the contest in 2009 and 2010. 
  

  
 
Karen Taylor (above right) congratulating second place winner, Sean Brown 
(SD#44) North Vancouver, while first place winner, Jake Goertzen (Vernon) and 
third place Nicole Musey (Prince George) look on with Lou Ryan of the Optimist 
Club of Burnaby, chair for the 2008 project. 
 
Karen is director of the Provincial Outreach Program for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Students.  We partner with them reaching almost two hundred Teachers 
of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students from all corners of the Province.  They 
provide funding to transport and house participants and teachers to the contest.  
They have three representatives on our committee, the other two representing 
the district and local Optimist Clubs. The contest drew over 200 attendees to 
watch the 19 contestants. 
 
 

JOOI Club News 
  
Congratulations are in order to the Mission Optimist Club! President Rhett 
Nicholson has successfully organized a brand new JOOI Club. Although it is 
small in numbers, it was built with the intention to train youth in putting out a 
magazine. Rhett is helping them create and distribute to all the schools and local 
businesses, a teen magazine called OPTIMAX.  The JOOI Club will due all the 
work under Rhett's guidance and with help from the reporters of our local 
newspapers. It is a massive undertaking. They are currently raising money to 
finance the project. It will cost over $2000 to get them started. The parent club 
and local businesses have jumped at the chance to help the youth get their own 
magazine. Way to go Rhett! To show how talented Rhett is, he is also going to 
remake Optimist International's JOOI video, as it needs updating. 
 
 



~ Great Moments from Newport, Oregon ~  
 

  
          Ken Ryan, waiving his flags                              Roy Proctor Award Committee at work  
 

  
 District Essay Contest winner, Carol and Gov.           District Oratorical finalists at a photo-op 
 

  
       Past Gov. Jim Jensen and wife Jeanne                 Ed and Sandy Beaver from Gresham 
 

  
  Happy 60th anniversary to Al and Carol Gross      Oratorical winners, Bertie, John and Gov. Steve 



 
 

                  
                 Their moment in the spot light                                                Our very awesome emcee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OI Rep. Brian Brewer, VIP Bonnie Andersen, Gov. Steve Andersen 
 

 
FROM YOUR BULLETIN EDITORS 

Teresa and I would like to thank everyone for the time and effort of sending in your 
articles. This is your bulletin and it’s a blast doing this job.  Without your support we 
couldn’t make it happen.  It’s also just one more opportunity to spend time and 
thoughts with all of our friends and to further all of our goals of working with the youth 
of our community.  
 
Thanks again,  
 
Fred and Teresa Wallace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



As there were regional meetings that took place throughout the district in the 
second quarter, there were no Executive committee meeting and no Board of 
Director meeting that took place. 
 
 

 
OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST DISTRICT 
3rd Quarter Executive Committee Meeting 

Friday, April 25, 2008  
Cove Gallery 

Best Western Agate Beach 
Newport, Oregon 

 
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 

 
Governor Steve Andersen called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM with Brian Brewer from Optimist 
International in attendance. 
 
Roll Call: Lt Gov. Zone 1, Ken Ryan; Lt Gov. Zone 3, Boyd Yaden; Lt Gov. Zone 4, Ed DeSantis; Lt Gov. 
Zone 5, Bob Arneson; Lt Gov. Zone 6, Lorraine Coots, by Adele Heinrich; Lt Gov. Zone 8, Ray Hilts; Lt 
Gov. Zone 12, Robin Stanhope; Lt Gov. Zone 13 Gwen Settle; Immediate Past Governor, Gay Enyeart; 
Governor-Elect, Peter Smith; District Secretary/Treasurer, Bob Felix. 
 
Absent without notice: Lt Gov. Zone 2, Joe Jenkins; Lt Gov. Zone 10, Tom Hammond; and Lt Gov. Zone 
11, Ken Wall.  
 
Other Introductions : Jim Slauson, District Parliamentarian; Jean Jensen, Finance; Mace Flye, JOOI; New 
Club Building, Bill Garcia, District Webmaster, Michael Gray; District Membership Chair Jim Jensen; 
District Public Relations Chair/ past District Secretary/Treasurer Adele Heinrich and OI Vice President 
Earl Pollock.  Others in attendance:  Past Governors Hal Griffin, and Annette Smith. 
 
Roberts Rules of Order were adopted at the first Quarter board meeting. 
 
Approval of First Quarter meeting minutes from Poulsbo, Washington.  There were no corrections or 
additions so they were approved as presented. 
 
Past District Secretary/Treasurer Adele Heinrich gave us a review and explanation about the extension 
of the IRS Form 990 for the Optimist year of 2006-2007.  There was a discrepancy from the previous 
administration.  Apparently the Canadian CPA that had done their books had incorrectly listed all checks 
that had not been cashed. 
 
The First and 2nd Quarter Financial statements for the current year were included in the current 
packets.  District Finance Chair, Jean Jensen reviewed them with the board noting that we were about $400 
over budget for the first quarter and under budget for the second quarter. The Financial statements were 
accepted. 
 
Review of Delinquent Dues:  The only clubs in arrears with District Dues are McCall, ID, and Meadows 
Valley, ID.  Lt Gov.  Robin Stanhope requested that she be notified when any of the clubs in her zone are 
delinquent with dues.  Roseburg, OR is the only club at the present delinquent with OI.  Lt Gov. Ray Hilts 
noted that he has spoken with the Roseburg Club and they are taking care of this problem. 
 
 
 
Old Business:  501C3 Update was presented by Past Governor Jim Slauson, noting that the IRS is looking 
at the club web-sites....Possibly because of donation buttons on the web-sites?  
Brian Brewer reported that the IRS is checking on the web-sites to see if the club activities listed are 
primarily charitable or primarily social.  They need to be primarily charitable for us to be eligible for 
501C3 status. 



 
New Business:  Convention Budget:  Convention Chair Dick Brodie had a prior scheduled event so he 
was not present.  Governor Steve Andersen announced that the Convention registration fee will be $120 per 
person.  There will be 5 meals included in this price.  Convention will be held in Chilliwack, BC, August 
14-16, 2008.   Room rate is $89 for a single and $99 for a double.  All information is on the convention 
registration forms that were included  
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in the registration packets.   Lt Gov. Ken Ryan reported that there will be both Sturgeon and Salmon fishing 
excursions available for a fee on a first come basis.  The Sturgeon fishing is catch and release. 
Motion to adopt the budget of approximately $12,000 was made by Boyd Yaden, Lt Gov. Zone 3; and 
seconded by  Ray Hilts, Lt Gov. Zone 8.   Motion passed. 
 
New Club Building budget proposal was discussed.  $3000 is allocated in the budget.  Governor Steve set 
forth a procedure by which new club builders can recuperate up to $750 for expenses upon chartering a 
new club.   The two-tiered reimbursement plan will help to subsidize the increasing costs of travel, meals 
and overnight accommodations for organizing new clubs or rebuilding existing clubs out of one’s local 
area, as well as close to home.  Input and discussion was shared by the entire committee.  Brian Brewer 
noted that the Certified Club Builder Program is there for our use and there are grants available from OI.  
 
Candidate Qualifications Committee Chair Gay Enyeart reported that at the present time we do not 
have anyone running for Governor-elect., and the only Lt Governors they have at this time are Zone 3, 
Boyd Yaden from Portland NE, and Zone 6 Emma Ball from Chehalis/Centralia. 
 
Past Governor Gay Enyeart reported that High 5 is going nationwide and the Optimists are being left out 
due to lack of financial support.  
 
District Parliamentarian Jim Slauson reported that there will be some housekeeping updates to the 
District Policies at the convention in Chilliwack.  First, making the wording more flexible for meetings of 
the third quarter so they don’t have to be in May, more closely adopting OI’s wide open wording.  Second, 
on the number of the Executive meetings, because of the Regional conferences  be pared back to three 
instead of four. 
 
Lt Gov. Boyd Yaden stated his concerns about ID theft on the Oratorical and Essay Participants of their 
Birth Certificates and personal information. 
 
Zone Reports:  
Zone 1, Lt. Gov. Ken Ryan, reported that the zone is doing fine.  Two clubs in Victoria are sponsoring the 
new club in Nanaimo.  They will need more clubs in that area to make a new zone. 
Zone 3, Lt Gov. Boyd Yaden reported on JOOI clubs as well as membership increases in the clubs of his 
zone. 
Zone 4, Lt Gov. Ed DeSantis reported that Gresham is up 3, Sandy’s membership is stable and Central lost 
1 member.  Gresham is working on building 2 new clubs, 1 in Hood River and 1 in a retirement village. 
Zone 5, Lt Gov. Bob Arneson has visited 3 of his 4 clubs.  Beaverton is doing well; Oregon City is very 
busy; Hillsboro must be poor because they always fine him.  
Zone 6, Adele Heinrich for Lt Gov. Lorraine Coots Chehalis/Centralia is doing well; Mason County has 
lots of projects and just had a great NOW meeting gaining 10 new members. North Kitsap has 2 new 
projects.  She also reported that North Kitsap will have an article in the OI magazine this summer. 
Zone 7, Governor Steve Andersen reported that the zone is plus 6 in membership and all clubs are doing a 
great job.  Three potential honor clubs and 1 possible distinguished. 
Zone 8, Lt Gov. Ray Hilts reported that Roseburg has lots going on, in fact, all of his clubs have lots of 
projects going.  They are the hosts for this conference. 
 
Zone 12, Lt Gov. Robin Stanhope reported there are 4 clubs in her zone with three of them being strong.  
Wendell is down to three members and is not doing anything.  The New Meadows club is working with 
their city on a baseball program.  She also reported on her other clubs’ projects and how successful they are 
in their communities.  She will have 3 clubs that will be honor clubs. 
Zone 13, Lt Gov. Gwen Settle reported on each of her clubs and their many activities. 
 
Lt. Governor Ken Ryan reported that the Burnaby club held an Oratorical contest for the CCDHH on behalf 
of the district.  There were 19 or 20 teachers there and 202 people in the audience. 



 
Governor-elect Peter Smith will present his zone re-alignment ideas at the Board of Directors Meeting. 
 
Governor Steve Andersen informed those gathered that March was special with 26 new members, and put 
out a challenge to all Lt. Governors to have their clubs do a now event.  There was no Optimist of the 
Quarter nominees from the Lt. Governors. 
 
Lt Governor Ken Ryan made a motion to adjourn the executive committee to the Convention at Chilliwack, 
BC and Lt. Governor Robin Stanhope seconded the motion.  The motion was passed and the meeting was 
adjourned at 6:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Bob Felix 
Secretary Treasurer 
Pacific Northwest District # 32 
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Minutes of the Board of Directors 
 
Governor Steve Andersen called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.   This meeting was attempted to be 
recorded, but failed. 
 
 
Roll Call by S/T Bob Felix: The following Lieutenant Governors, and club presidents or their authorized 
representatives were present: 
Zone 1 Lt. Gov. Ken Ryan, Burnaby, BC Canada: Clubs represented were Burnaby, BC and Vancouver 
North Shore, BC. 
Zone 2  Lt. Gov. Joe Jenkins was absent: Club represented was Auburn WA. 
Zone 3 Lt. Gov. Boyd Yaden: Clubs represented were Portland Lloyd Center, Portland NE and Vancouver, 
WA. 
Zone 4 Lt. Gov. Ed DeSantis; Clubs represented were Gresham, and Sandy, OR. 
Zone 5 Lt. Gov. Bob Arneson; Clubs represented were Beaverton, OR and Hillsboro, OR. 
Zone 6 Lt. Gov. Lorraine Coots; Clubs represented were Chehalis-Centralia, WA, Mason County, WA, and 
The North Kitsap Club, WA. 
Zone 7 Has no Lt. Gov.  Clubs represented were Albany, OR, Lebanon, OR and Salem, OR  
Zone 8 Lt. Gov. Ray Hilts; Clubs represented were Newport/Yaquina Bay, OR and Coos Bay, OR. 
Zone 10 Lt. Gov. Tom Hammond was absent.  Clubs represented were Caldwell, ID,  Meridian, ID, 
Nampa, ID, and Tri-Cities, WA. 
Zone 11 Co-Lt. Gov. Cindi Wall.  The club represented was Boise, ID.  
Zone 12 Lt. Gov. Robin Stanhope.  Clubs represented were Jerome, ID, and Twin Falls, ID. 
Zone 13 Lt. Gov. Gwen Settle. Clubs represented were Abbottsford, BC, Chilliwack, BC, Coquitlam-Eve, 
BC, and Mission, BC. 
 
Governor Steve introduced the head table:  District S/T Bob Felix; O.I Representative Brian Brewer; 
Immediate Past Governor Gay Enyeart; Governor-elect Peter Smith; and District Parliamentarian Jim 
Slauson. 
 
The Board meeting minutes from the first quarter were presented by Bob Felix.  Copies of the minutes 
were provided in everyone’s registration packets.  There were no additions or corrections so the minutes 
stand as presented. 
 
Past District Secretary/Treasurer Adele Heinrich gave us a review and explanation about the extension 
that was made with the IRS Form 990 for the Optimist year of 2006-2007.  There was a major discrepancy 
from the previous administration.  The Canadian CPA that had done their books had incorrectly listed all 
checks that had not been cashed, causing the discrepancy.  
 
 
The First and 2nd Quarter Financial statements for the current year were included in the current 
packets.  District Finance Chair, Jean Jensen reviewed them with the Board of Directors, noting that we 
were about $400 over budget for the first quarter and under budget for the second quarter with the regional 
meetings, which are normally over-budget. The Financial statements were accepted.  There has been 
$12,000 budgeted for the District Convention in Chilliwack, BC.  Registration fees will be $120.00 per 
person, US or Canadian funds, and there will be 5 meals provided. 
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Candidate Qualifications was presented by Past Governor Gay Enyeart.  She stated that Linda 
Jackson, from Meridian, ID is running for the position of District Governor.  The slate of Lt Governors that 
she has for this next year is Zone 1: K.P. Aujay from Vancouver, North Shore, BC; Zone 2: Pam 



Vandenburg from West Tacoma, WA; Zone 3: Boyd Yaden from Portland NE, OR; Zone 6: Emma Ball 
from Chehalis/Centralia, WA; Zone 7: Bruce Gilbertson from Salem, OR; Zone 10: Kirk Farnsworth from 
Meridian, ID; Zone 11: Ken Wall from Boise Noon, ID; Zone 12: Traci Brandenbourg  from Jerome, ID; 
and Zone 13: Bertha Washer from Coquitlam-eve, BC. 
There was a short recess to discuss other Lt. Governor positions.  When it resumed, Zone 4 agreed on 
Caren Topliff from Sandy, OR; and Zone 5 agreed on Bob Arneson from Beaverton, OR. 
There were no further nominations from the floor and Bertie Slauson, president from Gresham, OR moved 
that the nominations be closed.  Lorraine Coots, Lt. Gov. Zone 6 seconded the motion.  It was passed, and 
the LT. Governors were elected by unanimous acclamation.  Zone 8 is vacant at this time. 
 
Old Business:  On the 501C3 status with the IRS, it was stated that they are looking at the club web-sites 
and whether they depict that they are more of the Social or the Charitable organization.  They are also 
looking at their donation buttons. 
 
New Business:  Samantha Mohan, from the Chilliwack, BC club reported on the upcoming district 
convention.  She stated that it was to be a family affair, but first we have to know if the youth are coming 
and what their age groups are in able to plan for them.  Hopefully we will have some of the JOOI kids 
coming to convention also.  A motion was made by Emma Ball, president of Chehalis/Centralia, WA to 
accept the convention budget of $12,000.  Caren Topliff, president Sandy, OR, seconded the motion.  It 
was passed. 
 
Governor-elect Peter Smith reported on zone re-alignment and stated that it all is depending on if we get 
the new clubs built in the different areas of the district.  In the Idaho area, New Meadows will go with 
McCall, ID. 
 Peter also reported that Gerry Morrison from the Abbotsford, BC club will be the District 
Secretary/Treasurer for his year.   A motion was made by Lt. Gov. Zone 12 Robin Stanhope to accept 
Gerry for this position, Cathy Cena, president of Burnaby, BC seconded the motion.  It was passed. 
 
District Parliamentarian Jim Slauson gave notice that the District Policies will have to be updated at 
convention due to the fact that we now are doing regional meetings instead of full district meetings.  It will 
also address the possibility of holding 3rd quarter district meetings in April or in May. 
 
Governor Steve Andersen requested that the district newsletter be passed down to the club members so 
they know what is going on.  Please get the articles for it to the editor by the 15th of May. 
 
Ken Ryan, Lt. Gov. Zone 1, reported that the Burnaby club along with Zones 1 and 13, held the CCDHH 
contest.  There were 202 people present for this contest, which more than doubled from the previous year.  
There were 19 kids competing and it was the biggest one in North America. 
 
Al Kersey, Jr. Curling Chair, reported that he and Bertha Washington were going to OI Convention with 
the program.   
 
A Motion was made to adjourn to the Convention Board Meeting by Gwen Settle, Lt. Gov. Zone 13 
and seconded by Bertie Slauson, president of the Gresham, OR Optimist club.  Motion passed and the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:45 am. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Bob Felix 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Pacific Northwest District #32 
 


